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WELCOME TO DRONE CAREER EXPLORER
Drone Career Explorer is a career-connected learning pathway that helps students investigate how drones, artificial 
intelligence, data, and human decision-making connect to real industries and emerging careers. Students move beyond 
viewing drones as flying devices and begin examining the larger systems of people, technology, information, processes, 
responsibility, and purpose that make drone-enabled work possible.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
GRADES 6-8  |  EXPLORE THE SYSTEM

•  Discover how drone systems connect people, technology, data, 
safety, and purpose.

•  Build responsible-use habits, systems thinking, teamwork, and 
career awareness.

•  Culminate in the Drone Career Challenge - a responsible 
solution concept for a real-world need.

HIGH SCHOOL
GRADES 9-12  |  APPLY THE SYSTEM

•  Analyze mission planning, AI and sensors, aerial data, industry 
workflows, and human accountability.

•  Strengthen evidence-based reasoning, workforce readiness, 
communication, and career portfolio development.

•  Culminate in a Capstone Mission Proposal that students 
research, design, communicate, and defend.

ONE PATHWAY. TWO GRADE BANDS. ONE FUTURE-READY VISION.
Think critically. Design responsibly. Explore careers. Solve real problems. Lead with innovation.

WHAT MAKES THE PATHWAY DIFFERENT

CAREER-CONNECTED

Every unit links learning to industries, 
roles, and future pathways.

NO-FLIGHT-READY

Rigorous learning can occur through 
cases, planning, simulation, and data 

analysis.

EVIDENCE-DRIVEN

Students explain decisions using 
information, comparison, and reasoning.

HUMAN-CENTERED

Safety, privacy, responsibility, and human 
judgment remain central.

Designed for STEM/STEAM, CTE, technology electives, enrichment, after-school, summer, and workforce-readiness settings.

THE PROGRAM PROMISE

Students move beyond asking “How do drones work?” and begin asking: What problem are we solving? What evidence do we need? 
What safeguards are necessary? Who remains responsible? Where could I fit into this future?
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DRONE CAREER EXPLORER WELCOME & START HERE
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HOW TO USE THIS CURRICULUM ENVIRONMENT
Begin with the START HERE materials, then move into the grade-band course that matches your implementation context. Each 
course follows the same resource sequence so educators can orient, plan, teach, assess, and implement with confidence.

1
INTRO VIDEO

Orient

2
FACILITATOR GUIDE

Plan

3
STUDENT WORKBOOK

Engage

4
ASSESSMENT + CAPSTONE

Assess

5
IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE

Launch

WHAT STUDENTS EXPLORE
SYSTEMS + TECHNOLOGY
How drone-enabled systems connect tools, people, 
data, workflows, and mission purpose.

AI, SENSORS + DATA
How information is collected, interpreted, 
evaluated, and used to support decisions.

MISSION PLANNING
How goals, constraints, stakeholders, evidence, and 
processes shape a responsible solution.

SAFETY + RESPONSIBILITY
How privacy, ethics, safety, accountability, and 
human judgment guide technology use.

INDUSTRIES + CAREERS
How drones support construction, infrastructure, 
logistics, media, real estate, mapping, and 
emerging fields.

PORTFOLIO + CAPSTONE
How students communicate learning, reflect on 
growth, and connect evidence to future pathways.

FUTURE READY AI LEARNING CYCLE
LAUNCH EXPLORE EXPLAIN CREATE REFLECT EXTEND

IMPLEMENTATION NOTE

Drone Career Explorer is an educational and career-exploration program. Students do not need to physically 
operate a drone to complete the curriculum. Rigorous learning can occur through cases, videos, diagrams, 
simulation, mission planning, image/data analysis, career research, project challenges, and teacher 
demonstrations. The curriculum does not represent FAA certification or professional pilot authorization.

START WITH

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
RESOURCE MAP

GRADE-BAND COURSE

THE DRONE CAREER EXPLORER MINDSET
What problem are we trying to solve?  |  What information do we need?  |  How can technology help?  |  What safeguards are necessary?  |  Where must 

people remain responsible?  |  Where could I fit into this future?
WELCOME TO DRONE CAREER EXPLORER - WHERE TECHNOLOGY, CAREERS, AND REAL-WORLD PROBLEM SOLVING TAKE FLIGHT.

BEGIN HERE
START HERE

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
RESOURCE MAP

CHOOSE A GRADE BAND

FOR EDUCATORS & IMPLEMENTATION PARTNERS
•  Review the Grades 6-12 Program Overview to understand purpose, progression, and outcomes.

•  Use the Curriculum Resource Map to see how the video, guide, workbook, assessment, and 
implementation resources fit together.

•  Then enter the Middle School or High School course and use the resources in sequence.

FLEXIBLE IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS

FULL PATHWAY
Semester / Extended Sequence

Teach the grade-band sequence from orientation 
through capstone and portfolio.

SELECTED MODULES
Targeted Learning

Use individual units for STEM, CTE, technology, career 
exploration, or interdisciplinary integration.

PILOT / WORKSHOP
Short Implementation

Use curated lessons, cases, and career challenges for a 
pilot, summer program, or enrichment experience.

NO-FLIGHT-READY  |  CAREER-CONNECTED  |  EVIDENCE-DRIVEN  |  RESPONSIBLE INNOVATION



